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This visual story is designed for visitors to The Watermill 
to help you prepare for your visit.  
 

It contains lots of images along with helpful information 
about the theatre and the performance itself.  
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We hope you enjoy the performance! 

Would you like a familiarisation visit? 
We can arrange for you to come to the theatre to look around the 
space and find your seat before the day.  
 
To organise this, or for any other questions, please call Heidi on 

01635 570927 or email heidi@watermill.org.uk   
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About The Watermill Theatre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to The Watermill 

Theatre.  

There is parking at the theatre 

in our gravel car park and 

spaces can be booked in 

advance for people with 

disabilities.  

 

To get into the theatre you will 

go through the foyer. This is a 

small area where you can wait 

before going into the main 

auditorium.  

You can buy a programme with 

information and pictures about 

the show and the actors. 

 

There are lots of animals that 

live at The Watermill. You may 

see Connie or Hazel the dogs, 

the chickens or the ducks. 
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In the foyer you will see the Box 

Office where people buy or collect 

their tickets for the show.  

If your tickets have already been 

sent to you in the post you 

probably won’t need to go to the 

Box Office. 

 

There is a bar where you can buy 

drinks and food. There are tables 

and chairs in the bar. You may sit 

at them if you like. 

If you want to eat in the restaurant 

you will need to call and reserve a 

table before you come. 

 

 

It can be quite busy and noisy 

in the foyer before the 

performance while everyone 

waits to see the show. 

You could arrive early to try 

and avoid this. 
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What to expect on the day... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

this evening’s 

performance will begin 

shortly... 

Before the show starts an usher may 

ring a bell and help people find their 

seats. 

The ushers will be wearing the 

colour black. They work for the 

theatre, and will be happy to answer 

your questions.  

It will not always be the lady in the 

picture but every usher has a badge 

so you know you can ask them 

things. They will also help you find 

your seat in the theatre. 

 

You may hear announcements just 

before the performance is about to 

begin, or to start back after the 

break, telling you when you can go 

and find your seat in the theatre and 

how long it will be until the play 

starts.  

You will be able to enter the 

auditorium from around 2pm and 

the show will start at around 2.30pm 
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If you need to go to the toilet, look for the signs or ask an usher 

for directions. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Boys’ Toilet Toilet for people who 

use wheelchairs 

 

Girls’ Toilet 

When the theatre is 

busy it may be difficult 

to find the toilet.  

The red line on this 

map shows the route 

from the theatre foyer 

to the toilets. 
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Inside the auditorium 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

You will have a ticket like this one 

with your seat number on. There 

are seats for the audience to sit in.  

You sit in the seat with the same 

number on it as the number on 

your ticket.  

 

 

As you enter the theatre you 

may see the waterwheel. 

The wheel doesn’t turn but you 

will be able to see and hear the 

river. 

 

The seats in The Watermill are 

narrower than seats in other 

theatres and cinemas. If you 

would like more space, you may 

want to ask to book a seat on the 

end of a row.  
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  This is what the stage will look like 

if you are sitting upstairs, with 

different scenery for each 

production. 

 

This is what the stage will look 

like if you are sitting downstairs, 

with different scenery for each 

production.  

 

In the theatre, the lights will dim 

when the play is about to begin.  

 

There is a spiral staircase for you 

to use to get to the upstairs 

seats. It is quite narrow. 
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During the performance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part way through the show there will be an 

interval. During the interval, snacks, drinks 

and ice creams will be on sale. 

 

 

It’s okay if you feel happy or sad 

during the show. Some people 

may laugh or cry depending on 

how they feel. 

 

At the end of the show, everyone 

will clap their hands to say thank 

you to the actors. 

When the clapping has stopped, 

the lights will get brighter. This 

means the show is over it is time to 

leave the theatre. 

 

It can be noisy when the play starts. 

You may want to bring ear 

defenders or ear plugs that you can 

wear during the show.  

 

http://www.clker.com/cliparts/l/B/W/v/k/6/black-white-clapping-hands-md.png
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Useful information for the day! 
 

Chill-out areas 
If you want to leave the auditorium at any time, there is a chill-
out area you can visit.  
 
You can go there to relax if you need a little break before going 
back into the theatre.  
 
If you ask an usher they will show you to this area.  
 
Performance times 
The performance will aim to start at 2.30pm.  
 
There will be two parts with a 20-minute break in the middle 
(called the ‘interval’). 
 
The performance is approximately two hours long and will 
finish at around 4.30pm. 
 
Changes to the show 
Compared to other performances of The Prince and the Pauper, 
this performance will have some changes. 
 
The house lights in the auditorium will remain on low 
throughout the performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like a familiarisation visit? 
We can arrange for you to come to the theatre to look around the 
space and find your seat before the day.  
 
To organise this, or for any other questions, please call Heidi on 

01635 570927 or email heidi@watermill.org.uk   
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The Prince and the 

Pauper: what you’ll 

see on stage   
To help you prepare for your visit, below we’ve detailed some things to 

expect during the performance. If you’d prefer not to know what’s going 

to happen, don’t read any further!  

Sensory: sound 

Several of the characters can be 

loud or have a shrill in their voice. 

Lady Whatsit (pictured) and 

Father Canty are both loud and 

screechy at some moments in the 

play.  

 

Sometimes there are sudden sound effects.  

There is live music in the show, so you will hear lots of different musical 

instruments, singing voices of the actors. The big bass drum, trumpet 

and cymbals are loudest. 
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Sometimes several characters talk 

or sing over the top of each other.  

When the characters are in the 

workhouse (pictured) they hit 

pieces of metal together, which 

makes a loud clang. 

 

Sensory: visuals 

There is lots of gold on the 

stage (pictured). Sometimes 

this catches the light and shines 

more brightly. 

During the performance there 

is moment when gold petals fall 

from above the stage onto the 

actors.   

Sometimes there isn’t a lot of light onstage. 

  

Sensory: smells 

We use ‘haze’ to make the stage misty and seem more magical. Haze is 

safe to breathe and doesn’t have a strong smell. 

 

Social interaction: audience experience 

Some of the audience seats are very close to the stage. 

Sometimes the actors use the aisles in the auditorium to play their 

musical instruments or to walk or run past the audience. 
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Sometimes characters will talk directly to the audience or ask the 

audience to join in with the story from their seats. 

Sometimes characters behave 

badly or are unkind. Father Canty 

is strict with Tomasina and her 

sisters, Nan and Bette are horrible 

to her. 

Sometimes characters feel lost, 

alone, sad, cross or scared.  
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The Characters 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The King 
The King is the ruler of England. He is a 
man who has an enormous amount of 
privilege and power in his life. In some 
ways he feels very lucky. He loves his son 
Edward very much. He’s quite poorly at 
the start of the play, and very worried 
about it. 
 

 

  

Bette (standing right) 
Bette is an older sister of Tomasina, and is 
Nan’s younger twin. She’s a bit annoyed 
by Tomasina, and has to deal with Nan’s 
silly ideas a lot of the time. We see Bette 
as a 300 year old woman when she’s 
narrating, as well as the teenage version 
of herself in the story. 
 

 

  

Lady Whatsit 
Lady Whatsit is a woman who aspires 
to be powerful and marry a king. If 
she can’t marry one she’ll try and be 
the power behind the throne in any 
way possible. She learns some 
kindness and genuine affection for 
the Prince as Tomasina’s warmth is 
infectious. 
 

  

Nan (standing left) 
Nan is Tomasina’s elder sister. She is 
twins with Bette. She narrates the story 
as a wise 300 year old woman. She also 
plays her younger (teenage) self in the 
story. She’s a bit jealous of Tomasina. She 
loves stories – both telling them and 
listening to them.  
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Father Canty (sitting left with Edward) 
Father Canty is father of Nan, Bette and 
Tomasina. He has had quite a sad and very 
difficult life and is angry because of it. He 
doesn’t communicate well with the people 
he loves, and knows that he should try 
harder. He is a widower. He loves his 
daughters and his mother, Gammer Canty. 
He is proud of where he comes from. 
Above all, he believes that all people 
should be equal. 
 

The Prince, Edward 
Edward is anxious about the world 
around him. He wants to make friends, 
and loves his father very much. His best 
friend is Bonzo, his dog. Edward can be 
impatient but is kind at heart.   
 

  

Tomasina 
Tomasina is a naturally bubbly explorer 
who is never given the chance to evolve 
into her full personality. Following the 
loss of her mum, she is constantly 
looking for how to navigate the world.  
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  Miles Hendon 
Miles Hendon is a talking dog; he had a 
spell cast on him when he was a human. 
The spell was supposed to completely 
turn him into a dog, but it didn’t fully 
work, and he got stuck halfway. He’s 
confident, friendly, and helpful (well, he 
tries to be). He wants to help Prince 
Edward, partly for the fame and the glory 
but mainly just to be helpful. He doesn’t 
always think his ideas through. 
 

  

Father Andrew (standing left, with 
Tomasina) 
Father Andrew is Tomasina’s friend. A 
lover of music and education, he seeks to 
help all poor people he comes into 
contact with, especially children. He 
nurtures Tomasina’s intelligence and 
helps her grow. 
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What happens?  

 

 

Nan and Bette, the storytellers, greet us. 
They are twins and their story begins in 
1537 in London, at a palace ball for the 
wealthy. Edward the Prince doesn’t want 
to go to the ball. Rich women fawn over 
his father, the King, hoping to marry him. 
 
 
Meanwhile, the poor enjoy a joyful barn 
dance. Nan and Bette’s younger sister, 
Tomasina, hides, playing guitar. Her dad, 
Father Canty, finds her. Tomasina dances 
elegantly and the crowd laugh at her. 
Tomasina feels she belongs somewhere 
else. 
 
 

Back at the palace, Lady Whatsit asks Edward to dance, perhaps because she 
thinks she could then meet the King. Edward dances with her reluctantly. 
 

At Tomasina’s house, her grandmother, 
Gammer Canty, and Father Canty 
complain about Tomasina. Gammer 
Canty tricks people into believing she can 
see the future as a gypsy fortune teller. 
The family business is to trick, swindle 
and steal money from rich people, which 
Father Canty then gives to people even 
poorer than the Canty family. Gammer 
and Father Canty chase Tomasina, trying 

Below is a brief synopsis of The Watermill’s The Prince and the Pauper.  



    
 

18 

 

 

to send her to bed with a smack because 
she doesn’t help get money.  
 
Instead, Tomasina runs away to her 
friend Father Andrew, who teaches her 
music. He defends Father Canty’s 
intentions to help the poorest. He 
teaches Tomasina more music. The 
music reminds Tomasina of her mother 
who has passed away. Father Canty, Nan 
and Bette have followed Tomasina. 
When they arrive at Father Andrew’s, 
Tomasina runs away again and hides. 

 
Lady Whatsit is dressed in a wedding 
veil, ready to marry the King. The King, 
however, is very ill. Edward sings for his 
father. The King gives Edward a special 
stamp called a royal seal, saying it will be 
important when Edward is king himself. 
Lady Whatsit also sings, complaining that 
she wants to be Queen. Edward runs 
out, upset, escaping out of the palace 
and hiding in the same place Tomasina is 
hiding. 

 
Tomasina pretends to be a boy. 
Tomasina and Edward tell each other 
they have both run away from home. 
Edward shares his food with Tomasina. 
He suggests they swap clothes. They 
think they look like each other. 
Tomasina makes Edward hide the royal 
seal so it’s safe. Palace guards arrive and 
demand Tomasina come with them, 
thinking that she is the Prince. They 
think Edward is a pauper. 
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Edward wanders around London, 
seeing the true London away from the 
palace splendour. He asks Londoners 
for help. Father Canty finds Edward 
and tries to take him home, thinking 
he is Tomasina. Father Canty tells 
Edward that the King has died. 
 
 

Lady Whatsit still wants to behave like the Prince’s step mother. Tomasina tells 
Lady Whatsit that she is not the real Prince but Lady Whatsit doesn’t listen. 

 
At Tomasina’s house, Edward is tied up 
with rope. Nan and Bette tease Edward 
because Tomasina won’t steal. Father 
Canty decides to take Edward to the 
workhouse, a place where very poor 
people live and work, to teach 
Tomasina (or who Father Cathy thinks 
is Tomasina) to be grateful. Nan and 
Bette worry they’ve gone too far in 
their teasing. 
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Tomasina tells Lady Whatsit again that 
she’s not the real Prince. Lady Whatsit 
will create challenges for Tomasina to 
fail on purpose. The first challenge is the 
Prince’s dog, Bonzo. Bonzo is performed 
by a puppet. If Tomasina really isn’t the 
Prince, the dog will know. At first Bonzo 
growls at Tomasina but she plays guitar 
and the dog calms down. 
 
 
INTERVAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the workhouse, Edward is appalled at 
the horrible conditions and escapes. 
 
 
 
 

 

Lady Whatsit’s second test is offering fruit to Tomasina to eat. Lady Whatsit 
thinks only Edward likes fruit, but Tomasina also enjoys fruit. 
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Edward wants to get to know London. 
Miles Hendon, a talking dog, offers to 
show Edward around. Father Canty is 
looking for Tomasina (who is really 
Edward). Edward and Miles escape. 
 
 

 

Lady Whatsit’s third test is that Edward is good at magic tricks. Tomasina tries 
to do the magic trick and with Bonzo’s help she gets is right. It seems that 
these three tests prove Tomasina is the real Prince. Tomasina asks for one 
more test, something only a true prince could do. 

 

Miles Hendon has taken Edward to a 
church that is a refuge for poor and 
homeless people. The monks there who 
look after the people in need get help 
and money from commoners, and never 
ask the King for help. Father Canty has 
found Edward again. Miles Hendon has 
an idea; to disguise Edward as a monk. 
Miles and Edward escape just as Father 
Canty bursts in. Father Andrew arrives, 

following Father Canty. 
 
Lady Whatsit’s last test is to play music, 
which Edward does very well. Tomasina 
also plays well and so passes the test. 
This means Tomasina will be crowned 
as the new king immediately. Tomasina 
imagines hearing her mother’s voice. 
Tomasina realises she could prove she’s 
not the real prince by revealing that 
she’s a girl.   
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Lady Whatsit prepares for the 
coronation. Tomasina is about to tell 
Lady Whatsit that she’s actually a girl 
when Edward and Miles Hendon arrive. 
Tomasina and Edward go to fetch the 
royal seal to prove who the real Prince 
is. Father Canty arrives looking for 
Tomasina and Lady Whatsit thinks 
Father Canty is handsome. 
 
Tomasina and Edward find the royal 
seal. Edward wants to make London 
better as the new king. Edward asks to 
be best friends with Tomasina. Father 
Canty and Tomasina are reunited, 
along with Nan and Bette. Tomasina 
crowns Edward. Edward makes 
Tomasina his commander in chief to 
help him rule. He makes Lady Whatsit 
lady in waiting to Tomasina, to help 
her. He puts Father Canty in charge of 
helping the poor citizens of London. He 
makes Miles Hendon a royal dog. 
 
Bette and Nan say goodbye to us and 
everyone enjoys a party. 
 

THE END 


